
 

 

 
  

Prayer Diary - Week 5 Outside the Camp 
 
Joshua Chapter two shows us that as the Israelites begin to move towards 
possessing the promise, they find themselves in a place called Shittim. This is not a 
new place in their journey, It is the place the lord is going to lead them on from but 
it’s also a place that holds haunting shameful memories for the community. Shittim 
is the place where their shame was exposed before the nations. This place was the 
place of great disgrace for Israel. Numbers 25v 1; While Israel remain at Shittim the 
people began to play the harlot with the daughters of Moab. As we read further into 
the passage we discover this resulted in a great plague causing the death of over 
24,000 people (Nu25v9). Shittum was a place of disgrace and devastation, a place 
of tragic loss and somewhere the Israelites wanted to forget forever and certainly 
avoid.  
 
God will often bring us back the place in our life that has dominated us, that place 
we have become stuck it is here that He is teaching us that He has taken captivity 
captive. He will help us rule over the very thing that has ruled over us. Believing the 
lord is taking us into the place of promise will often result in us standing before the 
giant but who stood over us.  The very thing that has conquered us in the past it 
may even be disappointment or disillusionment, bitterness or unforgiveness, fear or 
shame will need to be conquered. 
 
As you find yourself standing in “that place” again always remember that The Lord 
has brought you there to break off its power over your life. Thats who He is and 
what He does. His kindness He takes us to a place we want to avoid to reveal a 
promise He wants to fulfil.  The Israelite spies had to adjust constantly to 
accommodate the promise of God. They had to leave the familiar go to the place of 
shame and abide in the house of the very kind of person that caused the problem.  
 
Joshua 2.  Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. “Go, look over 
the land,” he said, “especially Jericho.” So they went and entered the house of a prostitute 
named Rahab and stayed there. 2 The king of Jericho was told, “Look, some of the 
Israelites have come here tonight to spy out the land.” 3 So the king of Jericho sent this 
message to Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to you and entered your house, 
because they have come to spy out the whole land.”4 But the woman had taken the two 
men and hidden them. She said, “Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know where they 
had come from. 5 At dusk, when it was time to close the city gate, they left. I don’t know 
which way they went. Go after them quickly. You may catch up with them.” 6 (But she had 
taken them up to the roof and hidden them under the stalks of flax she had laid out on the 
roof.) 7 So the men set out in pursuit of the spies on the road that leads to the fords of the 
Jordan, and as soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut. 8 Before the spies 
lay down for the night, she went up on the roof 9 and said to them, “I know that the Lord 
has given you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in 
this country are melting in fear because of you. 10 We have heard how the Lord dried up 
the water of the Red Sea[a] for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to 
Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely 



 

 

destroyed.[b] 11 When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage 
failed because of you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth 
below.12 “Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that you will show kindness to my 
family, because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign 13 that you will spare 
the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them—
and that you will save us from death. 

 
Monday; Thank the Lord for His promises over your life and ask for a fresh 
communion with Him, a fresh commissioning from Him and a fresh consecration 
before Him.  
 
Tuesday; Ask the Holy Spirit to help you identify any place in your past that has 
held you captive and begin to pray that you will be courageous and strong enough 
to step towards your pain knowing He will help you take captivity captive. 
Remember if the gateway to glory is through the place of adversity you are heading 
in the right direction. 
 
Wednesday; God keeps His promises but hides them in unlikely or even unusual 
places. For the Israelite spies leaving the camp was immense. The Bible doesn't 
record their names but keeps a record of their faith. Ask the Lord to make you 
willing to go outside the camp, to leave the familiar to find hidden, to go where He is 
waiting to slay the giant of your past and introduce you to your future.  
 
Heb 13v14 Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore. 
For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to 
come. 
 
Thursday; Moving into all the Lord has for you will often take to places you don’t 
want to go and to people you don’t want to be with. In Him is every treasure and all 
fulness and as we move towards His fulness we may find ourselves misunderstood, 
mistreated, or misrepresented.  We will have a sweet fellowship in His sufferings as 
we move towards the fullness of His promise. Ask Him to make you brave and to 
extend your capacity for more. 
 
Friday; Most commentators agree Joshua 2 is not important to the story but the 
writer wants reveal something of a Kingdom revelation. This is one of the most 
unusual stories in Scripture and the most unlikeliest move of God we are ever 
exposed to. However this moment shifts generations, it will give birth to kingdoms,  
it will release unknown wisdom into the earth, It will revitalise praise in the nations,  
it will open hope for every outcast and reveal the glory of God in  greater measure 
and it all come through this woman Rehab. Rehab became the great great 
grandmother of David (worship) and the great great great grandmother of Solomon 
(wisdom) eventually accumulating in the birth of the one who brings salvation to the 
nations, Jesus.  Rehab was significant in the restoration of God people and 
redemption of mankind. Not a bad outcome for going outside the camp and bowing 
low to revisit a place they were trying to forget and finding help from a woman they 
wanted to avoid. Thank the Lord for the generations that will be impacted by your 
obedience to go outside the camp to possess His promises. 
 


